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1 Kings 18:1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth. KJV
1 Kings 18:36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so these people will know that you, O Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again." 38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 39 When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, "The Lord-he is God! The Lord-he is God!" NIV

Ps 51:16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. NIV

I. This factual event which took place thousands of years ago demonstrates the key to how God brings His promises and provision to His children.
A. The key which unlocks the mysteries of God is the heart of man.  Jer 17:10"I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve." NIV
1. When our heart (our center of will and determination) is rightfully focused upon God and His word and ways we see the results He intends for us to have.
a. Now, it is important to know that our heart can be deceitful and we must guard against that deception. Jer 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? 10 "I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve." NIV Since we know that the heart can be deceitful we can take precautions against it and make sure we are feeding it those things that make us honest toward God and His will.
· Some of the deceitful practices of the heart are:
· Saying one thing but doing something else that is contrary to God’s word which we say we believe.

· No doing that which we know to be true.

· Permitting fear and doubt to be stronger than God’s promises.
b. We can train our heart to be right, holy, and totally submitted to God by forcing it to do, say, and act according to righteousness in all things. Paul said we must bring our whole being, into subjection to the will of God. (1 Corinthians 9:27)
c. If we will actively train our will (heart) to faithfully adhere to God’s word and will we will never be without the power and capacity to see God’s desired conclusion in all things for us.
B. A great trigger which can cause our heart to accept is knowing that God hears us, no matter what.
1. This, again, is one area in our walk with God that we can not permit to become lax or dormant 

2. Demand from self to believe that God hears you and answers you….it is a must!

II. Once we establish an honest and contrite heart towards God we will see great things. 1 Kings 18:41 And Elijah said to Ahab, "Go, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy rain." 42 So Ahab went off to eat and drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face between his knees. 43 "Go and look toward the sea," he told his servant. And he went up and looked. "There is nothing there," he said. Seven times Elijah said, "Go back." 44 The seventh time the servant reported, "A cloud as small as a man's hand is rising from the sea." So Elijah said, "Go and tell Ahab, 'Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.'" 45 Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and Ahab rode off to Jezreel. 46 The power of the Lord came upon Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. NIV
A. As with Elijah and his honest heart towards God we see that God always performs when the heart is right.
· Elijah realized a little cloud which brought a gusher of rain.

· The disciples realized a feast from a few fish and a few bread loafs.

· From clear water came miracle wine.

· Paul realized a dead boy coming back to life after falling to his death.

· A prodigal son realized forgiveness and a welcome reunion to his family.
B. God promises that if our heart is right we can realize those promises.
· He promises that when we cry out for Him, He will answer. Jeremiah 33:3
· He promises if we seek we will find. Matthew 7:7
· He promises if we will declare those things that are not as though they were, we will realize them in our lives. Romans 4:7
C. A lesson to never forget when we are dealing with heart matters is the reality of follow through.

1. Elijah was told by God that the rain would come, but it was up to Elijah to use his faith and look for the results.

a. When Elijah went to the top of Mt. Carmel he was looking for the rain, the rain was the promise. When you believe God has made a promise, whether its in His word or direct in your heart you must do something.
· First, go and seek God again. Elijah went to pray and seek God for direction.
· Second, look for the promise and don’t give up. Elijah had no doubt that the rain would come and it didn’t matter how small the cloud was he accepted the sign.
· Third, act upon that which God reveals with your faith and feet.  Elijah acted upon the small cloud by knowing that it would bring rain and then he ran to inform others of the reality of God’s promise.
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