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“The Atmosphere in the Kingdom”

VII
Rom 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. NIV

I. Within any society, country, church, and family there is an atmosphere or surrounding influence that dictates how the people conduct their lives. When it comes to spiritual things and how Christians live their lives I call this Kingdom Atmosphere.
A. As kingdom citizens we are to live to a higher standard than those who do not have a relationship with the living God.
1. These standards are not human only nor are they to be transitory (meaning passing), but they are to be a way of life. These standards are to be what makes us who we are in Christ Jesus and God’s children.

2. This way of life molds our thinking, maintains our walk with God, and controls how we respond to life’s happenings.

3. This atmosphere of our lives is to be pleasing to God and approved by men. In others words, the way we conduct our lives is what God would want and other humans would approve of our good, righteous and proper life that touches and helps others.
II. The foremost part of a proper atmosphere of the child of God would be righteousness.

A. As I have stated in other teachings about the kingdom of God, righteousness (along with love) is the very cement and glue that molds everything we do.

1. Without righteousness we won’t be with God, we can’t maintain a pure and proper life style, and we permit things into our lives that are anti-God.
B. I call righteousness rightness which is nothing more than doing right, living right, thinking right and worshiping right before God and man.

1. This rightness must permeate everything in our lives.
III. The next part and one that is co-equal with righteousness, of a proper atmosphere of the child of God is peace.
A. This peace is not necessarily a state of mind but a state of being. It is a ruling attitude of heart, soul and mind.
1. This peace is willfully taken on by choice and becomes a way and part of our life atmosphere.
B. Like Jesus’ peaceful personality and way of doing things we too are to mimic and project the peace that passes understanding in a complex and agitated society. Col 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. NIV
1. This peace is to rule our hearts and protect our minds from worry, faithlessness or worldly attachments. 
2. As we live a peaceful life amongst others they can feel welcomed, at rest in our presence and see that God’s ways are welcoming.

IV. The next part and also co-equal with the other two, of a proper atmosphere of the child of God is joy. Neh 8:10 …for the joy of the Lord is your strength. NIV
A. Joy should be something that each Christian is known for; a joy that truly comes from within because it has realized and embraced the salvation God has offered.
1. We must guard against having an atmosphere about us that is gloomy, sad, or cantankerous. 
2. If you don’t know or don’t understand or have forgotten what God has done for you then stop, take stock of God’s love, mercy and forgiveness and let it mold your joy.

B. Our salvation is to be a starting point for joy and one which propels us daily into the world to make a difference for good. Isa 12:2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation." 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. NIV
1. Jesus came to show us the Father, demonstrate the kingdoms love, joy, peace and way of life and then give us that kingdom. We can draw on that wonderful gift and joyfully live its reality and let our atmosphere of life touch others.
IV. So, our kingdom atmosphere should be projecting some very powerful realities that give credence to what we believe, how we live, and what we think.

A. Remember, you can’t hide your atmosphere; it is out there for all to see.

B. Your atmosphere is made up of your speech, your mannerisms, and your words; these thinks give credence to the kingdom you live in and what you believe about that kingdom. Is your kingdom protection that of God’s?
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