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“The Quest for the Kingdom”

VIII
Matt 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. NIV

I. One of the most important words in scripture that every person must understand and adhere to is the word, “SEEK”. = 1 : to search for; 2 : to try to reach or obtain; 3 : attempt. Kingdom living is an ongoing quest made up of love and acceptance on our part towards God.
A. God’s lovingly gives us life, but everything that has to do in knowing Him and realizing His greatness and eternity comes by way of seeking and nothing less.
1. There is no short cut to God and holiness and righteousness it comes by way of pure seeking.
2. If you want to see improvement in your life and lifestyle you must seek God first.

3. If you want freedom from those things that seem to keep you from being better, stronger and happier you must seek God and His kingdom.

a. It comes down to a simple search for perfection in all things.Heb 6:1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, KJV
b. You just have to reach out and touch Him through faith; this then requires you to use faith actively. 

c. Remember, you will never see any results or change if you don’t attempt.
B. The more we seek the kingdom and permit its power and reality to work in us and for us we become more like Jesus and less like the world and the old us.
II. Kingdom seeking is a matter of putting on something that makes us better and then letting that mold us for good. Col 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. NIV
Eph 4:24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. NIV
A. In any quest and especially in our kingdom quest there are observable markers along the way that lets us know that we are on the right road. God does not call us to change and only He is the one who knows how we are doing, we too can know our progress.
1. We know by our compassion towards others.

2. We know by our kindness.

3. We know by our humility.

4. We know by our gentleness.

5. We know by our patience.

6. We know by our forgiveness towards others.

7. We know by growing in love and dispensing mercy to others.

B. These things help me to realize that I must let God help me change before I demand that you change. This is truly kingdom questing and kingdom realizing.
III. We must understand that real kingdom questing comes about as we seek God’s purpose, plan, and power for us and in us.

A. God’s purpose for us is not difficult to understand; it’s a matter of just knowing Him intimately.

1. This is doable by spending time in Him; prayer, meditation, and the Bible.

B. God’s plan for us is to use us to touch the word where we live or where He sends us.
1. Your plan includes your history that is touched by your experiences and those who are in your life and those whom God sends you to.
C. God’s power for us is the same power that was in Jesus.

1. This power can thwart the Devil and overcome darkness wherever it is found near you.

2. This power isn’t complex or confusing it is simply operated through faith and an understanding of your position in God’s love and will. We just must accept it and then use it by a faithful declaration of scriptures truths.
IV. Kingdom questing must not be taken for granted. We are required to continually seek, press on and run the race in Christ Jesus; this is true kingdom questing. 1 Cor 9:24 Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. NIV
A. It would be wise of us to demand from “self” to obtain the best there is in the kingdom; demand perfection, require holiness and righteousness, making a point to putting into practice those things that make us true kingdom citizens and pleasing to God. 
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