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“The Weapons of the Kingdom”

VI
Matt 18:2 He called a little child and had him stand among them. 3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. NIV

I. Any study and understanding of the kingdom of God must be understood through a child like mind.
A. Child likeness does not equate to simpleton mentality by with simple trust and love as a young child would his mother or father.
1. The humility of a child when it comes to trust abandons one’s self to the parent.
2. When we humble ourselves to God’s love, protection and provisions we permit Him to have total control without the conflict of our stubbornness.

B. The child likeness does not come to us easily or automatically just because we call ourselves Christian; it comes by a willful acceptance to change.
1. Once we submit ourselves to change then kingdom power becomes available to us to really change.
II. To understand the power that is available to us in the kingdom of God we must understand how the weapons we have been given work.
A. The very first and ultimate weapon is righteousness and all kingdom weapons work through it. 2 Cor 6:4 Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; NIV
1. Righteousness is the fuel, the explosive force or the generating dynamic to everything we receive and promote in the kingdom of God.
a. We may have taken on the righteousness of God through Christ Jesus, but it still is a matter of us choosing to walk in its makeup.2 Cor 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. NIV
b. Without righteousness (or our willful walking in it) we can not be successful in anything that really matters.

B. Righteousness is not only a state of being; which is made possible through Jesus, but it is a way of life we willfully choose.
1. If we fail to choose to live our life rightly or righteously we bring weakness upon ourselves and God’s hands are tied to help us.

2. If we will not live to the standards of the cross, as Christ did, we make weak and even null and void the weapons of the kingdom of God.
III. The weapons. 2 Cor 10:2 I beg you that when I come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live by the standards of this world. 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. NIV
A. The weapon of a controlled mind and thought life.
1. When the world, the flesh and the Devil tries to convince you of something that is contrary to God and His word you must counter it with the thoughts that God has planted through His Spirit and word in your heart.
a. The truth that states “Take no thought…” (Matthew 6:31) means that we must not receive anything that God has not allowed or permitted for us, and that most assuredly means those thoughts that are anti-God.
2. What we think about, permit our minds to dwell on, or saturate our lives with affect our core values and mold our resolve and solidify or weak our courage. 
a. If all you permit into your thought life is worldliness you will only find defeat because Satan is the god of this world’s systems and knows how to use them against you.

b. We must train our weapon of mind and thought on what God thinks. Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent or praiseworthy — think about such things. NIV
B. The weapon of God’s word. Eph 6:17 … the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. NIV
Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. NIV
1. God’s word must be the first and foremost weapon we rely on in every attack and encounter.

2. If you don’t take in and know the word of God you will fall prey to Satan and the world’s lies and ways.

3. Without the word of God you stand naked to the elements of sin that will erode your foundations and faith walls.
4. The word of God also reinforces your weapon of a proper thought life.

5. When you are using the word of God as you should you will know what the enemy is doing, what he is using, and why he is using certain things to pull you off balance.

6. You then can, through faith, quote with confidence the truth of God’s word and see results. 

a. The proclamation “It is written…” when welded by a confident, faith filled, believer can destroy any attack of Satan.
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