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Kingdom

“The Laws That Govern”

III
Matt 5:1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them, saying: 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. NIV

Heb 12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our "God is a consuming fire." NIV
I. The one great truth that Jesus taught us is that perfect worship of God is the worship of a changed and committed life to Him.
A. The acceptable worship that God receives and pleases Him is the worship that flows from within that has been redeemed and perfected through willfulness of purpose and determination of love.
1. If we are truly Kingdom people then we must practice those realities that definitely are possible for those who have accepted the truth.
a. The accepted truth/s must be made up of the character of Christ who is the first supreme example of a Kingdom Citizen.
· These character traits are:
· A poor spirit. Those who recognize their own moral poverty and the need for which only God can supply. 
· A mourning attitude. Those who mourn over sin, the condition of the world and those who are without God.
· A meek persona and attitude. This meekness is directed outward towards others and has their best interest at heart. It would be patient, free from stubbornness, bigotry, pettiness and those other things that are anti-Christ like.
· A hunger and thirsting for righteousness. This is a knowingly want of rightness in ones life and being. It is a knowing that there is always more to receive to make one better.
· A merciful heart towards all. This is a demonstrated mercy towards all beings; the guilty as well as the innocent, to the beautiful as well as to the ugly.
· A pure heart. This a singleness of purpose to be good, holy, right and judgeless towards others. It wants what God wants.
· A peacemaker attitude. This is an attitude that of active reconciliation and stopping of discord. 
· An understanding of why persecution comes. It would only come to those who truly live as Jesus lived. This is a law of the Kingdom because those who live Christ like would be the recipients of persecution.
b. These laws or beatitudes are of Character and not of Condition. However, being persecuted comes from a condition.
c. They are the standards for Kingdom entrance and function.

d. They are dynamic in that they are very masculine in that they must be worked and exercised.
· It is easier to be proud than to be poor in spirit; easier to be self-complacent than to mourn; easier to talk of my rights than to be meek; easier hunger after wealth or station or fame or pleasure than hunger after righteousness; easier to scorn a foe than to be merciful to him/her; easier to be pure in conduct than pure in heart; easier to instigate belligerents than to reconcile them; easier to have men speak well of us than to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake.
II. If we fail to accept the laws of the Kingdom we are open to other laws that can dictate or manipulate our lives.
Laws are: 1 : a rule of conduct or action established by custom or laid down and enforced by a governing authority; The authority for the Christian is God.
2 : the control brought about by enforcing rules These rules are established with for the Christian.
4 : a rule or principle of construction or procedure The laws of God help construct our lives for eternity.
7 : a rule or principle stating something that always works in the same way under the same conditions If we would practice the laws of God we would always receive the proper and Godly results.
A. Satan and his kingdom of darkness will always set up his laws and function if we fail to receive and walk in the laws of God. When we permit the Devils ways to operate we fail to realize the benefits of Kingdom blessing. Jer 6:16 This is what the Lord says: "Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls. But you said, 'We will not walk in it.' NIV
1. The ways in which we deny the path of God is by refusing or ignoring their reality and worth.
III. Jesus gave us the laws or rules clearly and showed us how to receive and walk in them. 
A. We receive them by willful submission. This submission is bringing your self under them.
B. We walk in them by conducting our life according to the character of the beatitudes.
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