(Continued…What is the Kingdom)
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Kingdom
“What is the Kingdom?”
II

“The Kingdom of God then is something more than a kingdom of grim assent to a dominion without us and over us: the Kingdom of God is a kingdom of glad consent to a dominion within us.” (Taken from The Kingdom by George Dana Boardman page 50-51.
Matt 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. NIV

I. Salvation in and of itself was not the greatest concern of Jesus’ ministry it was the reality of the Kingdom of God and getting us to realize it. Far too long we have made salvation the main topic of evangelism and forgotten about the Kingdom of God been articulated properly in that process.
A. Jesus said that the greatest joy we should have is knowing that our names were written in the heaven. He wasn’t belittling salvation or authority in general but getting us to see that something greater was at stake. 
1. Once we realize the true mission and nature of Jesus’ sacrifice we then are in a position to function in the one true desire of the Father. That desire is to have the Kingdom in us. (The following thoughts are taken from the book The Kingdom by George Dana Boardman.)
a. The Kingdom of God’s purpose is to restore disloyal man to his true loyalty.  That loyalty is to the Father and the oneness of fellowship and relationship with Him.

b. The Kingdom of God’s subjects are sons of God.

c. The Kingdom of God’s nature is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

d. The entrance into the Kingdom of God is not by birth of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but by birth of God. “You must be born again!” 

e. The Kingdom of God’s laws are not ordinances, they are principles.
f. The Kingdom of God method is not by might, nor by power, but by the spirit of the living God.

g. The Kingdom of God’s prerogatives (rights) are to be salt of the earth, light of the world and a kingdom of priests. This means we don’t force our rights on anyone but we willing choose to be those things.
h. The Kingdom of God’s privileges are to be heirs of God and joint hears with Christ to the inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled and fades not away.

i. The Kingdom of God is the dominion of God in those who accept its reality.
II. As we understand the function of the Kingdom of God we must never forget the requirements that brought us into the Kingdom; its cost of admission. John 3:1  Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 4 "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 9 "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. 10 "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven — the Son of Man.  14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.  19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God." NIV
A. The Kingdom of God requires that we cast away those thoughts that prevent us from accepting and adhering to Kingdom principles. The old ways and understanding will never serve you in the Kingdom of God.
1. First, the admission into the Kingdom of God is a ‘new birth.” Not necessarily the ‘so called’ salvation experience but a continual new birth way of life.
a. The born of water is not only being a human, but the washing of repentance of baptism. Too often this is seen as a one time experience instead of change of heart that continually operates in our Christian life.
· Baptism gives proof that one has truly repented and accepted the message of surrender, obedience and loyalty to God through Jesus.

· Baptism is the willful surrender to the new way of life in Jesus. It is turning from the old ways to the new ways of Kingdom living. It accepts the facts and dictates of Kingdom living and how one lives his/her life.
b. The born of the spirit is God’s work upon us humans once we turn to Him through Jesus.

· This infusing of God’s Spirit in us is the sonship reality of the born again reality.

· This infusing of the Spirit is truly the born of the Spirit that makes us now one with God as true sons. This reality then should cause us to live differently than we usually do and live with the same approach to life as Jesus did; He was in the world but not of it and it was obvious because He affected His every day and every location. Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. NIV
· The race we are running is only truly ran when we understand the track with it curves, hills and valleys. The rules of the race and the course is set by God and we do well to run according to His plan.
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