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Love

“Love Towards Others”
III
1 John 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 13 We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 17 In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother. NIV

I. The second greatest commandment of all is the command to love others as we do God and ourselves.
A. The covenant we have with God is based upon love and that love is the prime recognizable thing that separates God’s children from the world. Matt 22:37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." NIV In other words, if love does not flow from us to others we have missed the greatest reality of the covenant.
1. God even goes to the point to tell us that if we don’t love others then we really don’t have Him in us.
B. Loves properties are un-matchless in the world and can do things that human emotion alone can not.
1. First, love takes upon itself sacrifice. As Jesus’ example of sacrificing for us when we didn’t deserve it!
2. Second, love becomes blind to favorites, imperfections and seeing others as inferior. We see everyone as God sees them; unique, different, and precious.
3. Third, love does not look to or rely on self’s abilities and power, but on God’s power and strength and then projects that to others. We really know that we can’t depend on ourselves and that every person is in the same boat when it comes to eternity.
4. Fourth, love has within its makeup the desire to continually be better towards God and others. Real love is not satisfied to remain less than what it can truly be.
II. Love is the one great power that can repel, vanquish, destroy and eradicate fear. When we do not love others as we should there is a sense of fear that speaks of God’s judgment, disapproval, and rejection. The only way out of this fear is by loving others.
A. True love demands perfection and is always achievable when we deny self and look to God to help us love others. Matt 5:43 "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. NIV
1. Someone may ask “Is this perfection possible?” God’s word says yes! Father, God never asks us to do something that is impossible; and especially since we have His Spirit within us we can do…we can do all things through Him who strengthens us.
2. If you ever wanted to feel and know perfection then just unashamedly love others and you will feel loves true essence. 

III. Love is the one thing that we owe all people. Rom 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. NIV This is an example of perfection as it fulfills what love speaks of in that love is an active reality that does something good, right and holy by virtue of its very nature.
A. Love helps us understand the principle that we are our brothers’ helper and keeper in the sense that we all have an obligation to support each other to greater things. Matt 25:40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' NIV
1. It can helps us walk in this understanding if we will see every human as on the same eternal journey and in need of help to realize it and reach its goals.
2. When we walk in an attitude of mutual love towards everyone we can walk in forbearance. Eph 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. NIV  (Forbearance = To hold back; refrain. 2. To be tolerant or patient in the face of provocation; patient restraint.)
a. Loving forbearance doesn’t overlook wrongs, differences, or pettiness it just restrains oneself of judgment by remembering that everyone is in need of understanding.
IV. Loving others requires that we hate evil in any form and cling to those things that are good, just, and compatible with God’s nature and ways. Rom 12:9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. NIV
A. When we truly love as God does and project that love to others we will not permit anything of evil that belittles or looks down upon others and lets anything of self superiority to remain.
1. Loving others must know that anything of lasting value in human relationship comes from sincere love of those who are made in the image of God as is oneself.
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