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Love

“Love Towards Self”
IV
Matt 22:34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 "Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." NIV
I. The most important person in our lives is “self”. Our greatest concern and pampering usually is focused on our own wellbeing.
A. But, God wants us to move beyond ‘self’ and to focus on Him; He knows that this is in our own best interests.
1. When we focus on God through Jesus we put everything else in its proper place and things in our lives flow according to His plan. The reasons so many people struggle in their life is because put too much focus on selfish attitudes and selfish direction.
2. When we permit God to direct and guide we learn that there are things more important than “me” in all of us.

3. As cement our life and love in Jesus and then love others we are then on the road to truly understanding and love self as God would have us do. 
II. You see, you can’t truly love others until you love God properly and you won’t love others if you have a warped sense of self and self love. We all too often don’t see our uniqueness. 
A. God made us to function in a precise way and that way is ordained through love, holiness and righteousness.
1. Holiness and righteous is something that is bestowed upon us through the new birth through that which Christ did for us; it’s a gift. That gift must be accepted, worked through by a choice of our will, and actions.
2. Love, however, is something we must receive from God and then permit it to flow in us and out from us. This too is a gift from God, but also a creative power in us to change things for the better.
B. As we see our worth and specialness as God does we will realize what true love is all about. Jer 31:3 The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: "I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness. NIV
Ps 139:13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, 16 your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. NIV

1. When we get the proper picture of just how assume we are to God and to what lengths He went to form us we then are on the road to truly loving Him and loving self as He would have us to do.
2. It helps us to love self as we see our worth (talents, abilities, and uniqueness). This is where Psalm 139:13-16 comes into play.
a. Examine your talents; yes you do have talents, it’s just a matter of taking time to examine what you have.

b. Examine your abilities; you can do things that can’t in one form or another (others may be able do them too, but yours would have a touch of something different, because you are different from them.).

c. Examine your uniqueness; your personality is different from any other human. Your face, your body, desires and your thoughts take on a uniqueness of their own. 

3. We need to stop every now and then and thank God for your unique and specialness. Why not right now? Let’s do it; take a moment and love God by loving Him for uniqueness.
III. One way to love self properly is by really coming to grips with the new self in Christ Jesus. Eph 4:22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. NIV
A. When we love self the way we are suppose to we would insure that we are putting on the new “me” in Jesus.
1. You can’t put on the new self (me) if you keep thinking like the old self. Your attitudes and desires (these are thoughts and ways of thinking).
2. Stop thinking the way you used to and permit yourself to starting thinking like Jesus thinks about your life, the future, and greatness in Him.
B. From this new self comes that which God really intends for us to be.

1. The new self is where we realize all of those things that are righteous, holy and worthy of being the temple of God. God loves us so much that He has taken up residency with in us. He wants us to love self enough to be capable of that great reality; after all, God would not live in something of junk, unrighteousness or of no value.
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