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Love

“The Love Towards God”
II
Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. NIV

1 John 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. NIV
I. All religions have a common assumption that they accept; that assumption is a belief in a deity whom they worship.

A. If a believer in whatever religion sees his/her deity as loving and kind then the believer responds in like manner. But if the basses of the religions belief is not love then the believer will only respond according to obedience and submission instead of love.
1. It is so important that we know the God whom we give allegiance and worship.
2. If our image or understanding of God is warped then we will not know or accept the dictates of His heart but only His demands.

a. It is so very important that we truly know God, His personality and ways.

II. The most important reality of God is His makeup or His eternal personage; and that personage is Love; we must know God’s love! 1 John 4:8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
A. When we come to an understanding of Love we can know God and know how He functions and has relationship with us.

1. God went to great lengths to show us Himself by taking upon Himself our sins, waywardness and rebellion through His begotten son, Jesus the Christ (Messiah). Romans 5:8
2. If we don’t’ accept the fact that there is a God and that He did something to show us Himself and take care of our rebellion then we can’t know His love nor walk in that loving forgiveness. 
a. It is very important that we realize our sinful nature and just how distant we are from God’s perfection and in need of His forgiveness and help.
B. God (and there is only one) lavishes us with His love. Lavish = 1:expending or bestowing profusely 2: expended or produced in abundance 3: marked by excess
1. This love is an active reality of forgiveness and relationship.
2. It should be for us an intimate daily walk.
II. We must receive God’s love in an active way. Deut 7:9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his commands. NIV
A. Receiving God’s love is a matter of permitting Him to function within you to help you change and to carry out the benefits of His covenant towards you.
1. Covenant is a two way reality; one is God’s promises and function towards you and the other is your willing surrender to loves functions.
a. Loves functions are:

· Forgiveness 

· Acceptance

· Mercy

· Kindness

· Joy

· Peace

· Patience

· Goodness

· Trust

· Hope
III. We must discern God’s love at work in and for us so that we can be all that He created us to be. Phil 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, NIV
A. Discerning God’s love comes to us through our knowledge and insight through His word.

1. It can’t be said enough, we must read and study the Bible to of God and then to walk out the truths we come to know through it.

2. This discernment helps us separate false love from true love, it makes us aware of God’s hand at work even through dangers and darkness. This love doesn’t permit us to disavow God’s presence and God’s protection in and through every circumstance.

B. When we come to a true discerning reality of God’s love we then return His love by being a loving person to others demanding from self a pure and holy life for Him.
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