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Matt 22:37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." NIV

1 Cor 8:1 a Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up NIV

I. As we begin a new year we must examine how the last year went and what transpired which made us who we are from its events. Did you obtain your spiritual goals for 2010; did you realize more peace, patience, power; and did you become more Christ centered? Was love a very important ingredient in your walk and way?
A. God’s word tells us that how we end a thing is more important than how we started. Eccl 7:8 The end of a matter is better than its beginning, and patience is better than pride. NIV
1. We can’t however just wait for the end of the year to make sure it ends well there is planning and diligence involved with each year.
2. As we start the year or for that matter any important situation we must have a plan and a directed goal to achieve.

3. We can be willy-nilly or we can be direct, centered and concentrated on the main goals in life and yearly living.1 Cor 9:24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. NIV
B. To ensure we will end well this coming year we must pick up the sword of the spirit (God’s word), be serious about godly change in our lives, and practice those truths we know.
1. Practice is a key to realizing the best there is in kingdom living and Christian lifestyle.
a: Carry out, apply *practice what you preach*

b to perform or work at repeatedly so as to become proficient*
c to do or perform customarily *

d to be professionally engaged
2. With anything that has value work is required, diligence is necessary, and concentration demanded.
1. Since we will not do everything that is necessary there are a few things we can do well and must zero in on to perfect; love should be, at least one of those things we zero in on.

II. Obviously our love life must be one of the most important aspects of our make up and driving powers for God’s glory and our betterment each year. Matt 22:37 Jesus replied: "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.'  38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." NIV
A. Maybe a good motto for 2011 could be “More like heaven in two thousand eleven!”
1. The only true religion that is like heaven is Christianity because it was founded upon the God of Love and we are a part of His life. 1 John 4:8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
2. And since we claim to know God through His Son Jesus we must be the examples of His makeup and glory – LOVE. 2 Cor 13:5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you — unless, of course, you fail the test? 6 And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test but that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 8 For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. NIV
a. The truth we all confess in Christ Jesus demands that we live our faith and promote love in the earth.  In this way we are really demonstrating the truth we believe.

III. As we quest for the best each year we must keep in mind that there are three groups of beings who must realize our love; God, others and self.
A. We learn love and can interact in love with these three groups of beings as we associate and open ourselves up to them.
B. Love is a learning process.

1. First, it is learned at your parent’s side, touch, and concern.

2. Second, it is learned as we associate with others.

a. A friend you enjoy being with and relate to.

b. A girl/boy that you like because of their looks and personality. 

3. Third, it is learned as we realize things greater than self.

a. We recognize that God created for our enjoyment and fellowship.
b. We recognize what God did for us to save us.

IV. Our quest for the best each year must go beyond just knowing or seeking for knowledge of love it must be in actually loving. 1 Cor 8:1 a Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up NIV
A. When we love, really, really love we are building up faith, trust, understanding and foundations and walls that Satan can not destroy.
Rom 12:9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.
Phil 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, NIV

1. Love promotes within us a hate for evil and anything that is contrary to God and His ways.
2. Love helps us to discern the best and respond accordingly in all situations and choices.
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