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Eph 5:14 for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." NIV

Matt 23:27 "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men's bones and everything unclean. NIV

I. One of the great words of caution given by to us by God is to guard against deadness.
Deadness = LIFELESS  3 : NUMB 4 : very tired 5 : UNRESPONSIVE 6 : EXTINGUISHED * 7 : INANIMATE : INERT 8 : no longer active or functioning  *a dead battery* 9 : lacking power, significance, or effect  *a dead custom* 10 : OBSOLETE *a dead language* 11 : lacking in gaiety or animation  12 : QUIET : IDLE : UNPRODUCTIVE  13 : lacking elasticity  *a dead tennis ball*14 : not circulating  : STAGNANT *dead air*15 : lacking warmth, vigor, or taste  *dead. 
A. Deadness or the lack of activity, growth or even numbness can destroy and stop any positive gains for the child of God.
1. This deadness can set in as we become familiar with our environment, location, and those around us. We should see our environment as the place God has us to minister in and those around us as either those we touch for Christ or our fellow workers in the kingdom.
2. It can set within our soul and spirit as we become lazy and lethargic and forget to put effort into our relationship with God.

3. Deadness can become familiar to us and deny that anything has changed because we have learned to accept its easy ways. This can happen when we are not challenged for God or do not seek out those challenges that keep us fresh. 
B. God’s children are warned to never permit the enemy of our soul to bring his death dealing ways and to accept the vibrant life of Christ continually.  John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. NIV
1. If we will daily examine and then incorporate Christ’s life in us we would continually walk in the newness and fullness of life.
2. One the ongoing realities of humans is the reality that the enemy of our soul is constantly trying to produce deadness in and around us. We must be on our guard.
C. Deadness comes from a failure to insure that our faith is active.  James 2:26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. NIV
1. It is good to look back and remember those things that activated your faith when you first came to God and then let that excitement and freshness spring to life. This is not to say that we are to force anything, but we can let our first love excitement carry on in the present.  Don’t permit lethargy to have power!
II. Something that can help us to ward off deadness is a constant thought that we are children of the living God not a dead god.  Mark 12:27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living…. NIV
A. If we would wrap our faith and understanding around the concept that we are part of a vibrant living God and His whole economy deadness would not have any foundation to grow in.
1. As a living son/daughter of God we have advantages that others don’t.

a. We have the advantage of communing with God as our Father.

b. We have the quickening power of the Holy Spirit living within us.  Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. KJV
III. Overcoming Deadness.

A. Do not get caught up in the affairs of this world beyond what is necessary. Matt 8:21 Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." 22 But Jesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead." NIV In other words, do what must be done but do the things of God first.
B. Constantly consume the things of God.  John 6:53 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. NIV This verse means that we must accept and let everything of Christ and His word nourish us and sustain our every thing.
C. Remember and permit your new life in Christ to propel you forward to victories and growth. Eph 2:1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been saved. NIV Never forget to walk in grace with yourself and to convey that grace to others. 
1. Recall that you are no longer one with the systems of this world or its ways.
2. Recall that you are now an object of God’s love.
D. Be about life changing things, like seeking out those who need God’s life in them as well.  Matt 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. NIV
E. Guard yourself from any type of sin and refuse to be one with those things that are contraire to God. Rom 6:10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. NIV
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