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Ezek 7:23 "Prepare chains, because the land is full of bloodshed and the city is full of violence. 24 I will bring the most wicked of the nations to take possession of their houses; I will put an end to the pride of the mighty, and their sanctuaries will be desecrated. 25 When terror comes, they will seek peace, but there will be none. 26 Calamity upon calamity will come, and rumor upon rumor. They will try to get a vision from the prophet; the teaching of the law by the priest will be lost, as will the counsel of the elders. 27 The king will mourn, the prince will be clothed with despair, and the hands of the people of the land will tremble. I will deal with them according to their conduct, and by their own standards I will judge them. Then they will know that I am the Lord." NIV

Despair = to lose all hope or confidence

I. There are things taking place today in our nation and world that is setting the stage to rob people of hope and confidence which will promote despair.
A. Hope and confidence are two of the most important emotional and spiritual qualities that can sustain a person through any negative that life has to offer.  If I can get you to lose hope and confidence I can control your emotions to a point that I can get you to do just about anything I want. Our political system does this now-a-days.
1. Despair can set in when we can’t see past the present and only have eyes for the now.

2. If your world only revolves around things that don’t really matter in the long run then you can easily be lead to believe there is no hope. We must get past the idea that life is all about the now and our comforts and pleasure. We must know that life is about knowing God and living for Him. 
B. If we fail to see that our conduct, words, and actions do matter we will be oblivious to the corrective judgment of God when He corrects us or our nation. If we can’t or won’t recognize God at work to bring correction we could fall prey to despair and look to other sources to bring relief. Despair always has an inlet when we refuse to see God’s power and abilities and look to the world to bring peace, fulfill our needs or correct all wrongs.
1. Despair looks like there no hope, help or harbor.
a. Never lose sight that Jesus is always our hope.

· Hope for tomorrow and the future because He is the one who paid the penalty for sin and disobedience.

Matt 12:21 In his name the nations will put their hope." NIV

Rom 15:12 and again, Isaiah says, "The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; the Gentiles will hope in him." 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. NIV

b. Never lose sight that the Holy Spirit is our helper. Heb 13:6 So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" NIV
John 16:12 "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. NIV
c. Never lose sight that God is the one and only safe harbor for every situation, temptation, and danger.
2. Despair is germinated in the manure of doubt that refuses to be taught, informed or nurtured in the ways of God. 
a. Satan will always try to deepen the darkness, deny the truth and fog the way out situations in order to bring despair and keep you from seeing God and His love.

II. Overcoming despair.

A. Be pliable. Matt 23:37-…how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. NIV  We must be willing to let God gather us to Himself and be pliable to His will and ways.
B. Realize the treasure you have within you. If you will let Jesus into your life, let Him live through you, and let Him have His way then you realize peace and power to overcome. 2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. NIV
C. Learn to praise, live a life of praise, and maintain a mentality of praise. Isa 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion —  to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. NIV
D. Never give into the negative, no matter how small and no matter where it comes from. If something disagrees with God’s word or His ways do not permit it to have access or right to your life.
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