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Matt 14:29 Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" NIV

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. NIV

I. Doubt is one of the most dangerous things to the child of God.

A. Doubt drives a wedge between God and man and tries to create a place of emotional safety within the human soul that God is not permitted to enter.

1. Why? Because when we can’t understand our circumstance or present environment we find comfort in human strength instead of God’s power. We seem to put God’s power and abilities on the same level with man’s power and ability; we forget He is creator with unlimited abilities and we are not.
B. Doubt is the antithesis of faith and always tries to look greater than any truth or positive evidence available. Jesus many times showed the disciples God’s power and then told them to do the same thing He did, but they preferred to believe the opposite. Matt 21:21 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and it will be done. 22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." NIV
1. Faith takes work and effort and constant denial of those things that try to disprove, disavow, and discourage one from putting God’s word work.
C. Faith starts with the words “I will, I can” and other words that promote its ability to realize God’s promises and reality. Doubt speaks the words “I won’t, It can’t, It never” and other words that can only see things through man’s ability instead of God’s ability and promises. As long as the negative and doubting words have supremacy over God’s word there can be no progress.
D. Doubt usually refuses to try. It set idle, complains, argues, and refuses to listen to any input that may help the situation. The one sure test of doubt is to see if you will even make an attempt to improve or change or try.
E. Doubt has a lack of memory. The present pain, discomfort or confusion makes one forget the positive and power that God demonstrated in times past.  Mark 8:17 Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: "Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? 18 Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? And don't you remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?" "Twelve," they replied. NIV
1. One of the greatest strengths over doubt is the memory of past victories with God on you behalf.
E. Doubts may try to set in if you are not looking for the real deal. Luke 7:18 John's disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, "John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, 'Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?'" 21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 23 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." NIV It is important that you always look for the truth and protect yourself against anything that is false.  It is also, vitally important, that you look to the Messiah, Jesus.
II. Overcoming Doubt.
A. Try something new instead of the same old denials and fear. God is not insulted when we try Him or test His ways; He loves those who will try.Mal 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the Lord Almighty. NIV
B. Find ways to act upon your faith even if it is weak.Col 1:23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. NIV Continuing in faith is a key to overcoming doubt because when faith is being exercised doubt has to food to maintain its life.
2 Thess 1:3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other is increasing. 4 Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring. NIV Growing faith does not come without action but doubt grows in the absence of faith.
2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; NIV Adding spiritual power to your life denies doubt the place that other Godly qualities should have.
C. Be merciful to those who struggle with faith and trust helps you to overcome doubt for it forces you to see the truth and operate in it. Jude 22 Be merciful to those who doubt NIV
D. Seek the Kingdom of God. You can not overcome doubt without realizing the Kingdom of God. We must know how it works, why it works, and for whom it works. 
1. It works by God’s direct influence because He is always present.
2. It works to bring glory to God and to promote your good.

3. It will always work for the child of God who will deny the world and totally accept God and His ways.
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