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1 John 2:13 I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. NIV

1 John 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.  NIV

I. God wants us to know, without a shadow of doubt, that we are more than over-comers!

A. An over-comer is one who has been tested, tried, and attacked, but came through unto victory.  (o·ver·come 1. To defeat (another) in competition or conflict; conquer. 2. To prevail over; surmount. 3. To overpower, as with emotion; affect deeply. To be victorious.)
1. To realize that you are an over-comer it is important that you understand what you have obtained through Christ’s victory.

· Fathers/mothers – You are an over-comer because you know Him! You know Him through Christ Jesus!
· Young men/women – You are an over-comer because you overcame the evil one when he has attacked and tempted you. You have won through Christ!
· Children – You are an over-comer by knowing the Father! You are required to know Him personally!  You can’t rely on your parents for eternal security; you must know God through Christ Jesus!
B. An over-comer is one who has given God permission to dwell in their life!

1. You must understand that who and what is in you has more power, greater strength, and surpassing knowledge, input, and nutrition than anything in the seen or unseen world! If you fail to realize this truth you will stumble and your walk with suffer accordingly!
C. Standing in the knowledge of who you are and what you have makes you strong to overcome Deception, Depression, Discontentment, Discouragement, and Unhappiness!

Overcoming Deception

II. Deception is one of the greatest tools Satan uses to keep the child of God silent and ineffective and if you don’t know what God has done for you, you will fall pray to his plans. 1 Peter 5:8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. NIV
A. To counteract deception evaluate every situation to from whence it comes.

1. Ask: What am I hearing – where is it coming from?

· God.

· Satan.

· Self.

2. Why am I being influenced?

· Being impressed by glitter, guilt, glory, or things taking place.

3. What should I do?

Move out or into a situation, sit and do nothing, or relax and wait.

B. Evaluate yourself.  Gal 6:3 If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, 5 for each one should carry his own load. NIV
1. Where are you compared to last week, month, year…It is important to see growth or you will fall prey to stagnation and deception.

· You may be further along than you think.

· Be objective and honest.

· Admit your need, position, and want.

C. Evaluate your goals.  Luke 14:28 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, NIV
1. Do you have a realistic goal? You must have the materials, the time, and the direction from God or you will fail.
2. Has your total effort gone into the goal?  You must go beyond want too and hope-sos!
3. Is your goal good enough for tomorrow or is it just a fade today?

III. To overcome deception requires our focus to be on what God wants for me!  Ps 37:23 If the Lord delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; 24 though he stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with his hand. NIV
A. You were made to succeed and not failure!

1. God never sets standards so high that you cannot meet them.  God is realistic about His standards for you therefore you must be realistic!  Make yourself believe and walk in those standards!
2. God never has you do something just to perform a task there is reason, purpose, and the final goal of your growth and knowing Him more!

IV. Deception is subtle, it never admits its there and has all the trappings of sounding good!

A. Deception cannot hide behind subtleties when Psalm 37:3-7 is working.
1. Verse 3: Trust in the Lord! If you trust in self or others, deception can come because you are trusting in the frailties of the flesh!
2. Verse 4: Delight in the Lord! Delighting in the Lord focuses your attention on someone who is pure, strong, and never changing!
3. Verse 5: Commit to the Lord! Committing to the Lord seeks the only power outside of yourself that can provide and win in ever situation.
4. Verse 7: Rest in the Lord! Resting in the Lord causes you to cease from your own fleshy labors and lets God do what He wants and can do best on your behalf and His glory!
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