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 NUMPAGES 3
(Continued…The Zacchaeus Principal!)


6/24/2010
The Zacchaeus Principal!
Luke 19:1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today."  6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner.'" 8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 9 Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." NIV
I. The right desire can promote your well being and wrong desire can cause heart ache, confusion and ruin. 
Ps 145:19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. NIV
Prov 11:23 The desire of the righteous ends only in good, but the hope of the wicked only in wrath. NIV
A. We must examine our desires and insure they line up with God’s desires. We mustn’t let anything or anyone keep us from realizing change, correction or improvement. 
1. Like Zacchaeus we must do anything to have our righteous desires fulfilled. Sometimes it requires tree climbing (meaning – to put effort into reaching the proper change. In other words, you got to work at this Christianity.)
2. One of the meanings of Zacchaeus is fury or anger; it also comes from a word that means pure. Zacchaeus’ life was probably, being a tax collector, one of mixed anger and the inner desire to be pure. We don’t know, but this we do know, he would do anything to see Jesus. We also know that he let his job taint his life. It is important for the Christian not to let their present situations cause them to change their heart attitude for the worse.
B. Zacchaeus had the right attitude to see Jesus; remember, right attitude determines our forward momentum in God.
1. Our attitude can cause growth or regression.

2. We must deal with not only the symptoms that are wrong but also the attitudes that may have caused them.

II. To walk with God we must take action that He requires. Jesus told Zacchaeus to come down.
A. Too often we stay away from or separate ourselves from God instead of coming to Him for change.

1. It is important to immediately respond when God says to “come!” When you know change is necessary, don’t dawdle or waste time do it now!
2. When we waste time to change or put it off till later, usually we get worse. 2 Cor 6:2 For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation. NIV “Now” is the key word with God.
III. Like Zacchaeus who came down from the tree and welcomed Jesus gladly, we too must welcome His presence and change gladly.

A. Too often we fight change and welcome lethargy, but we must gladly kill lethargy and gladly welcome change.

1. If we would see God’s call for change as His love and concern instead of work and effort we would welcome it much more than we do.

2. Change is good as it brings us closer to the perfection of being Christ like and more capable of living for ever with God.
IV. Like Zacchaeus we must let Jesus into our house (our lives) and willingly entertain His presence. (Entertain = harbor, shelter, lodge, house, billet)  This gives the idea that your guest comes in and is given anything they need or desire.  We must be like that to God within us.
A. We must be agreeable to Jesus otherwise He becomes to us an intruder instead of an invited guest.

1. We must welcome His message and by that come under His rule and captainship.

V. Like Zacchaeus we must know that God knows us (that we are sinners) but still wants to be with us and fellowship with us. Jesus freely fellowshipped with Zacchaeus and by that drew him to Himself.
A. Our example here is to be like Jesus and not judge others but proclaim the good news.

1. We are the good news because we were touched by the good news and carry the good news to others.

VI. Like Zacchaeus we must respond to the message and took responsibility for his actions and lifestyle.

A. We can’t blame others or shuffle away from our wrongs and actions; face them, confess them, and find freedom.

1. Sometimes we must make restitution as Zacchaeus did.

a. Restitution removes future guilt and the hold that Satan tries to keep on us.

b. Sharing with others what God has given us incorporates them in our joy which gives evidence of godly repentance. 
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