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1 Kings 18:20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah went before the people and said, "How long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him." But the people said nothing. 
I. One of the great statements about God that each person must answer is “If the Lord is God….” (1 Kings 18:21) It is a question and a statement that God requires us to understand, answer and then reply to by our actions.
A. What Elijah knew, and we must affirm, that if we truly believe the Lord is God then we must follow Him. We can’t say that we believe the Lord is God and then do not practice a faithful adherence to His will, ways and holiness.
1. Like Israel of old, too many give lip service to biblical history, scriptural tenets, and Christian culture, but without the following that really proves those convictions.
2. To be a true child of God we do not have the right to pick and choose how we will follow Him. It must be clear and observable or we haven’t truly followed Him. Israel of old would one day follow God but the next, when circumstances changed, follow some other so-called god.
a. Following God must be a consistent, practical, and faithful lifestyle.

II. We must walk in a mindset that God does listen to His children, God does answer His children and that God does uphold His word.  1 Kings 18: 22 Then Elijah said to them, "I am the only one of the Lord's prophets left, but Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let them choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire — he is God." Then all the people said, "What you say is good."
A. We must have an assurance of Gods integrity or we will look to other sources for help, (Integrity = 1 Adherence to a code of values. 2 Incorruptibility 3 Soundness 4 Completeness.)
1. Like those in Elijah’s day we can fall prey to some other source of help, even if it be weak, powerless, and ineffective if we don’t step out of our comfort zone and truly believe in God’s integrity.
a. If you believe God is fickle you will not exercise faith.

b. If you believe God will change His standards for each circumstance you will think He doesn’t like you or is toying with you.

c. If you don’t believe God’s word means what it states you will not accept it as the foundation for your daily living and future.

d. If you don’t believe the work God did through His son Jesus is once and for all you will not look to Jesus for your life.

2. Our assurance in calling upon God must come with a standard that has been established from a past history of walking with God and realizing victories and provision.  What is your history like with God?  Have you permitted God to live in your history?  Are you determined to have a victories history with God?
III. If we waver in our practical practice of God we can fall prey to doing things that try to get God’s attention, but in reality are only hurting ourselves. 1 Kings 18:25 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire." 26 So they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. "O Baal, answer us!" they shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar they had made. 27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. "Shout louder!" he said. "Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be awakened." 28 So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention. NIV
A. Many people think they must impose some kind of self flagellation in order to be approved of God.
1. But, God wants us to see ourselves as He sees us. He sees us as children in need of a loving and kind father. He sees us as being loved. His thoughts for us is perfect, uplifting, and complete.
B. Like Elijah we must stand firmly established in faith to the only God who loves, supplies, and improves us.

1. Our conviction must be:

a. The Lord, He is God.

b. The Lord our God hears and answers us.

c. The Lord our God is worth waiting on and being patient in faithful surrender to His will and ways.

2. If we will trust God, wait on His timing and plans for us He will answer and there won’t be any doubt that He answered.
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